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Essential Questions for the “Asking Questions” Reading Strategy

1. How does asking questions help a reader?

Questions help you understand the story.  They help you figure out what’s really happening. Questioning keeps you active. It helps you make inferences. Questions make you want to read on to answer them.  They also make you want to stop and go back to find answers. Questions make you dig deeper into the book.
2. How do readers form questions? 

1. Look at the title and ask what’s going to happen in the story.
2. Stop after a page or two and ask yourself questions like, “What’s going to happen?” or “Why are they doing this?” or “I wonder…?”
3. After reading, ask yourself questions like “What was this all about?” or  “Why did they…” or “What if…” or “How could…”.

3.  How do readers figure out answers to their questions? 

They google it. 


Look in dictionary/encyclopedia/book.


Reread.


Use their schema and make connections.


Ask someone.

Infer the answer with a sentence that begins with “maybe”.

Create a sensory image.

Determine if the question is important.
Read on.
Think it through.
